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1 | Una vida tranquila 
Me llamo Carlos. Vivo en Walla Walla, una ciudad pe-

queña en el estado de Washington. Vivo solo en un aparta-

mento pequeño en el centro de la ciudad. Me gusta vivir 

aquí. Es una ciudad muy tranquila. 

Son las siete y media de la mañana y estoy en casa1. Yo 

me miro en el espejo2 del baño y suspiro3. Estoy mo-

lesto4 porque veo a un hombre de unos cuarenta y cinco 

años. En realidad, solo tengo treinta y cinco.  

Suspiro otra vez y empiezo a afeitarme5 la cabeza. 

Luego me cepillo los dientes y me ducho. Finalmente me 

visto una camiseta negra, unos pantalones bluejeans y un par 

de zapatos tenis rojos y blancos. 

Después de alistarme6, salgo de mi apartamento a las 

ocho de la mañana. Al lado de mi apartamento hay una casa 

 
1 en casa at home 
2 espejo mirror 
3 suspiro I sigh 
4 molesto bothered, annoyed 
5 afeitarme to shave (myself) 
6 alistarme to get ready (myself) 
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azul. Mi vecina7 está sentada en el porche. Está leyendo el 

periódico. Yo le saludo, como es mi costumbre8. 

—Buenos días, Marisol. ¿Cómo estás? 

Marisol es una mujer de unos veinticinco años. Pienso 

que ella es muy bonita. 

—Bien, Carlos —me dice Marisol—. ¿Y tú? ¿Cómo es-

tás? 

—Bien, también —le digo—. ¿Cómo está Federico? 

—Mi hermano está bien. Está en el trabajo ahora, pero 

va a volver más tarde —me dice Marisol—. ¿Adónde vas? 

—¿Yo? Voy a la tienda. Quiero comprar ropa nueva —

respondo. 

—¿Qué ropa buscas? —me pregunta Marisol. 

—Pues, quiero unas cuantas camisas nuevas. 

—Bueno, ¿en dónde vas de compras? 

—Pues, como soy un hombre muy ahorrativo9, no me 

gusta gastar10 mucho dinero innecesariamente11. Así 

que pienso ir a la tienda de segunda mano12. 

Pienso en mi familia en Colombia y quiero llorar. Tengo 

que ser sabio13 con mi dinero aquí. No puedo gastar como 

 
7 vecina neighbor 
8 costumbre custom, habit 
9 ahorrativo thrifty 
10 gastar to spend 
11 innecesariamente unnecessarily 
12 tienda de segunda mano secondhand store 
13 sabio wise 
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gastaba14 cuando vivía con mi familia en Colombia. Mi fa-

milia era muy rica, pero todo ha cambiado15. Entonces 

Marisol interrumpe16 mis pensamientos. 

—Creo que ser ahorrativo es muy sabio, Carlos —me 

dice Marisol, coqueta17—. Me gustan las tiendas de se-

gunda mano. ¿Puedo acompañarte18? 

—Desde luego19, señorita —le digo, coqueto. No soy el 

hombre más guapo del mundo20, pero no soy feo tam-

poco. Todavía21 pienso que no estoy a su nivel22. 

Entonces los dos nos subimos al autobús y salimos para 

la tienda de segunda mano. 

Pienso en mi vida en Walla Walla y sonrío23. Tengo una 

vida tranquila. Me fui de24 Colombia y vine aquí25 para 

escaparme de esa tragedia catastrófica de mi pasado. Por 

ahora, voy a vivir el momento y disfrutar de26 mi tiempo 

con mi vecina bonita. Al menos esto es una buena distrac-

ción. 

 
14 gastaba I used to spend 
15 todo ha cambiado everything has changed 
16 interrumpe interrupts 
17 coqueta flirtatiously 
18 acompañarte accompany you 
19 desde luego of course 
20 el hombre más… the handsomest man in the world 
21 todavía still, yet 
22 no estoy… I’m not in her league (not at her level) 
23 sonrío I smile 
24 me fui de I left from 
25 vine aquí I came here 
26 disfrutar de to enjoy 
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2 | Una noche oscura y tenebrosa1 
Después de ir de compras en la tienda de segunda mano, 

me despido de2 Marisol y vuelvo a mi apartamento. Ceno 

tranquilamente3. Entonces me cepillo los dientes y me 

lavo la cara. Finalmente, me acuesto en la cama y empiezo 

a leer un buen libro. Me gusta leer libros de ficción antes de 

dormir. Los libros me distraen. Puedo dormir fácilmente 

cuando leo en la cama. 

Está lloviendo. Escucho la lluvia que está cayendo en el 

techo4 de mi casa. Está frío en mi casa, pero yo estoy calen-

tito bajo las muchas cobijas5 que están en mi cama. Tengo 

sueño. Estoy a punto de dormirme cuando escucho un toque 

en la puerta. 

 
1 oscura y tenebrosa dark and dismal 
2 me despido de I say goodbye to 
3 tranquilamente calmly, tranquilly 
4 cayendo en el techo falling on the roof 
5 cobijas blankets 
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Miro el reloj. Son las once de la noche. Voy a la puerta y 

miro por la mirilla6. Veo a mi vecina Marisol. Ella pa-

rece7 estar muy ansiosa. Abro la puerta y le digo: 

—Hola, Marisol. ¿Qué haces aquí a esta hora? 

—Carlos —me dice Marisol—, es mi hermano… 

—¿Tú hermano? —le pregunto—. ¿Qué pasó con tu her-

mano? 

—Fue secuestrado8. 

En este instante, un rayo brilla en el cielo9 y escucha-

mos el trueno10 que reverbera por el valle. 

—Pasa11 —le digo—. Hace frío. Vamos a hablar aden-

tro. 

 
6 mirilla peephole 
7 parece she seems 
8 fue secuestrado he was kidnapped 
9 un rayo brilla en el cielo lightning flashes in the sky 
10 trueno thunder 
11 pasa come in, pass 
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Glosario de vocabulario 
a at, to 
abajo below 
abierta open 
abras you open (tú) 
abrir to open 
abraza he/she hugs 
abrazando hugging 
  abrazándola hugging her 
abrazo hug 
abre he/she opens 
abro I open 
acaba he/she /it just finished 
acabo I just finished 
acantilado cliff 
acción action 
aceite oil 
acelerar to accelerate 
acento accent 
acerca about 
acompañar to accompany 
  acompañarte to accompany 
you 

acordonar to mark off, cordon 
off 

actor actor 
  actores actors 
actriz actress 
acuerdo agreement 
acuesto I lay down 
además in addition, besides 
adentro inside 
adictivo addictive 
adónde to where 
aduana customs 
aeropuerto airport 

afeitarse to shave oneself 
  afeitarme to shave myself  
afuera outside 
agarra he/she grabs 
agarramos we grab 
agarro I grab 
agresor aggressor 
agridulce bittersweet 
agua water 
aguacate avocado 
ahora now 
ahorrativo thrifty 
aire air 
al to the (a + el) 
alcance reach 
algo something 
alguien somebody 
alguno some 
  algún some 
  alguna some 
  algunos some 
  algunas some 
alistarme to get myself ready 
aliviado relieved 
allí there 
alrededor around 
altercado altercation 
alto tall 
amanecerá it will dawn 
amarra he/she ties 
amarradas tied (adj.) 
amárralo tie him 
amarrar to tie 
amarres ties 
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 amarres de plástico zip 
ties 

amigo friend 
añade he/she adds 
añado I add 
ancla anchor 
anda he/she walks, rides 
andamos we walk, we ride 
años years 
ansiosa anxious 
ansioso anxious 
antes before 
antigua old, antique 
aparece he/she appears 
apartamento appartment 
apasionadamente passio-
nately 

apenas barely 
apoya he/she supports 
apoye he/she supports 
aprendiste you learned 
apretado tight 
apunta he/she points, aims 
apuntándonos pointing at us 
apuntarla to point at her 
aquel that 
aquí here 
arma gun 
armas guns 
arriesgado risky 
arroz rice 
arruinar to ruin 
asentimos we nod 
asesinado murdered 
asesino murderer 
así like this 
asiento seat 
asistente attendant 
atardeciendo setting (sun) 
atención attention 
atentamente attentively 
aterrizamos we land 
aterrizar to land 
atrás behind 
aunque even though, although 
autobús bus 

autoridades authorities 
avergonzada embarrassed  
avión plane 
aviones planes 
avisan they let know, you let 
know (ustedes) 

ayuda he/she helps 
ayudar to help 
 ayudarle to help 
him/her/you (formal) 

 ayudarte to help you (infor-
mal) 

azul blue 
baja short 
bajamos we go down (stairs), 
we get out of (vehicle) 

bajarme going down, getting 
out of (vehicle) 

bajarnos de going down from, 
getting out of (vehicle) 

baje get out, get down (com-
mand, usted) 

bájense get out, get down 
(command, ustedes) 

bajo short, I go down (from), I 
get out of (vehicle) 

bala bullet 
baño bathroom, I bathe 
bate bat (baseball), beats (e.g. 
heart) 

béisbol baseball 
besa he/she kisses 
besamos we kiss 
bien well, very 
bienvenidos welcome 
bigote mustache 
billetes bills 
blanco White 
bloquea he/she blocks 
 se bloquea it locks (itself) 
boca mouth 
bocadillo snack 
boletos tickets 
bolso purse, bag 
bonita pretty 
bonito nice 
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boquiabierto stunned (mouth 
open) 

borde edge 
brazo arm 
brilla it shines 
brillando shining 
bruscamente rudely 
bruto brute, dumb 
buen good 
buena good 
buenas good 
bueno good 
buenos good 
busca he/she looks for, sear-
ches 

buscar to look for, to search 
 buscarlo to look for him/it 
buscas you look for, you search 
(tú) 

cabeza head 
cada each 
cae he/she falls, it falls 
caer to fall 
caerse to fall (oneself) 
café coffee 
 cafecito coffee (dim.) 
caída fall 
calentito hot 
caliente hot 
calle street 
calmarla to calm her 
cama bed 
 camas beds 
camarero waiter 
cambiado changed 
cambiar to change 
cambio change, I change 
camina he/she walks 
caminamos we walk 
caminando walking 
caminar to walk 
camino the way, the road, I 
walk 

camisa shirt 
camiseta T-shirt 
cantidad amount, quantity 
captor captor 

 captores captors 
capturado captured 
capturar to capture 
capturarlo to capture him 
cara face, expensive 
cárcel jail 
carga cargo 
carro car 
carta letter 
casa house 
casi almost 
caso case 
castillo castle 
catastrófica catastrophic 
causado caused 
cayendo falling 
cayera fell (he/she/usted/I) 
ceno I eat dinner 
centro center, middle 
cepillo brush, I brush 
cerca near 
chance chance, opportunity 
chiquitas small (dim.) 
chofer chofer, driver 
cielo sky, heaven 
cien one hundred 
cierra he/she closes 
 se cierra it closes itself 
cierto true 
cinco five 
ciudad city 
claridad clarity 
cobijas blankets 
cocina kitchen, he/she cooks 
coco coconut, (fig. head) 
codazo elbow strike 
cola tail, line (e.g. at a super-
market) 

colombiano Colombian 
come he/she eats 
comemos we eat 
comencé I started 
comer to eat 
cometió he/she committed 
comido eaten 
comienza it begins, he/she 
begins 
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comienzo I begin 
comienzos beginnings 
como like, as 
cómo how 
complicado complicated 
comprar to buy 
compras purchases 
 ir de compras to go shop-
ping 

comprender to understand 
computadora computer 
con with 
conduce he/she drives, leads, 
conducts 

conexiones connections 
confesarte to confess to you 
confíen trust (command, uste-
des) 

confiesa he/she confesses 
confiscan they confiscate 
confundido confused 
conmigo with me 
conoce he/she knows a person 
or place 

conoces you know a person or 
place (tú) 

conozco I know a person or 
place 

conseguir to get 
conseguirlo to get it 
considerar to consider 
consolarla to console her 
consuma it consumes 
consumir to consume 
contamos we tell, count 
contando telling, counting 
contesta he/she answers 
contestar to answer 
contiene it contains 
continúa he/she continues 
continuar to continue 
continúo I continue 
contrataca strikes back 
conversación conversation 
conversan they converse 
convincente convincing 

coqueta flirt, flirtatiously 
coqueto flirt, flirtatiously 
corazón heart 
cordillera mountain range 
corre he/she runs 
correr to run 
corriendo running 
corta corta 
cosa thing 
cosmopolita cosmopolitan 
costumbre custom, habit 
crecer to grow 
creciendo growing 
cree he/she believes 
creer to believe 
crees you believe (tú) 
creí I believed, I thought 
creo I believe, I think 
crímenes crimes 
criminal criminal 
criminales criminals 
cuál which 
cualquier whichever, whatever 
cuando when 
cuándo when 
cuantas how many 
 unas cuantas a few 
cuánto how much 
cuantos how many 
 unos cuantos a few 
cuarenta forty 
cuatro four 
cuchillo knife 
cuello neck 
cuenta he/she tells, counts 
cuero leather 
cuesta it costs 
cuidado care 
cuidadosamente carefully 
cuídense take care of yoursel-
ves 

cumplir to fulfill 
custodia custody 
da he gives, she gives, give (com-
mand, tú) 

damos we give 
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dan they give 
dando giving 
dar to give 
dará he/she will give, you will 
give (usted), it will give 

darle to give him/her 
das you give 
de of, from 
debajo underneath, below 
debe he/she should, you should 
(usted); owes 

deben they/you should; owe  
debería she/he/I should 
debí I should, I owed 
debía he/she/I should, owed; 
owed 

debido due, owed 
 debido a due to, because of 
débil weak 
debió he/she/should (past), 
owed 

debo I should, I owe 
decepcionada disappointed 
decepcionarla to disappoint 
her 

decidí I decided 
decidido decided 
decidiste you decided 
decimos we say 
decir to say, to tell 
 decirle to tell him/her 
 decírmelo to tell me it 
decisión decision 
declaración statement, decla-
ration 

declarar to declare 
declararlo to declare it 
declaren declare 
declaro I declare 
dedos fingers 
deja he/she leaves, leave (tú, 
command), lets 

dejar to leave 
dejaré I will leave 
dejarlo to leave it/him 
deje leave (usted, command) 
dejen leave (ustedes, command) 

déjenos leave us 
dejo I leave 
del of the (de + el) 
delante in front 
delgado slender, thin 
delicada delicate 
deliciosas delicious 
delicioso delicious 
demasiado too much 
dentro inside 
departamento department, 
apartment 

depravada depraved 
desafortunadamente un-
fortunately 

desaparece disappears 
descansar to rest 
describir to describe 
desde from, since 
 desde luego of course 
desesperada desperate 
desgraciados wretched, un-
fortunate 

desierto deserted, desert 
desorientado disoriented 
despacio slow, slowly 
despedimos we say goodbye 
 nos despedimos we way 
goodbye (to each other) 

despega it takes off 
despertamos we awaken 
despido I say goodbye 
despierta he/she wakes up 
 se despierta he/she wakes 
up 

después after 
destino destination, destiny 
detalle detail 
detective detective 
detener to stop 
detenido stopped 
detiene he/she stops, you stop 
(usted) 

detienen they stop, you stop 
(ustedes) 

detrás after 
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devuelve he/she returns, you 
return (usted) 

día day 
días days 
dice he/she says, you say (us-
ted) 

dicen they say, you say (uste-
des) 

dices you say (tú) 
diciendo saying 
dientes teeth 
diez ten 
difícil difficult, hard 
dificultad difficulty 
digo I say 
dije I said 
dijiste you said (tú) 
dijo he/she said, you said (us-
ted) 

dime tell me (command, tú) 
dinero money 
dirige he/she directs 
 se dirige he/she/it directs 
(himself/herself/itself) 

disculpa  
disculpar to apologize 
disculpas apologies, you apo-
logize (v., tú) 

 pedir disculpas to apolo-
gize 

disfrutar to enjoy 
dispara he/she shoots, you 
shoot (usted) 

disparar to shoot 
distancia distance 
distracción distraction 
distraen they distract, you dis-
tract (ustedes) 

doble double 
dólares dollars 
dolor pain 
donde where 
dónde where 
dormir to sleep 
 dormirme I fall asleep (my-
self) 

dos two 
doy I give 
ducho I shower 
dudas you doubt (tú) 
dudo I doubt, I hesitate 
duele it hurts 
duerme he/she sleeps, you 
sleep (usted) 

dura it lasts, hard 
durante during 
e and (when the next sound is 
‘ee’, the word ‘e’ is used ins-
tead of ‘y’ 

echándome throwing me 
echar to throw 
echó he/she threw, you threw 
(usted) 

eco echo 
económico economic 
edificio building 
ejotes green beans 
el the 
él he 
elegante elegant 
ella she 
ellos they 
embargo embargo 
 sin embargo however 
emocionada excited 
empanadas empanadas 
empezamos we start 
empieza he/she starts, you 
start (usted) 

empiezo I start 
empujan they push, you push 
(ustedes) 

empujarme to push me 
en in, on 
encanta enchanting 
encantan enchanting 
encantar to be enchanting, to 
love (something) 

 me encanta I love 
enciende he/she lights 
 se enciende it lights itself 
(e.g., light, motor, turns on 
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encima on top, above, over 
encontrar to find 
encontrarlo to find it, to find 
him 

encuentro I find 
enemigo enemy 
enfocados focused 
enfrentar to confront 
enfrente in front 
engañar to deceive 
enojadamente angrily 
enojado angry 
enorme enormous 
ensalada salad 
enseguida right away 
enseño I show, I teach 
entero whole 
entiendo I understand 
entonces so, then, so then 
entra he/she enters, you enter 
(usted) 

entramos we enter 
entran they enter, you enter 
(ustedes) 

entrando entering 
entrar to enter 
entre between 
entrega he/she delivers, hands 
over 

entregamos we deliver, we 
hand over 

entregar to deliver, to hand 
over, to hand in 

 entregarle to deliver to 
him/her, to hand over to 
him/her 

entren enter (command, uste-
des) 

época era, epoch 
equipaje luggage 
equivocada mistaken 
era he/she was, you were (us-
ted), I was 

eran they were, you were (uste-
des) 

eras you were (tú) 
eres you are (tú) 

es he/she is, you are (usted) 
esa that (f.) 
esas those (f.) 
escapar to escape 
escaparme to escape (myself) 
escaparte to escape (yourself) 
escapé I escaped 
escapó he/she escaped, you es-
caped (usted) 

escéptico skeptical 
esclarecedora enlightening 
escribir to write 
escrito written  
escucha he/she listens, you 
listen (usted) 

escuchamos we listen 
escuchar to listen 
escuche listen (he, she, you 
(usted), I) 

escuché I listened 
escucho I listen 
ese that (m.) 
eso that (n.) 
espada sword 
espalda back 
español Spanish 
especialmente especially 
espejo mirror 
esperando waiting 
esperanza hope 
esperar to wait, to hope 
espero I wait, I hope 
esposas handcuffs 
esta this (f.) 
está he/she is, you are (usted) 
estaba he/she was, you were 
(usted), I was  

estado state, been 
estados states 
 Estados Unidos United 
States 

estamos we are 
están they are, you are (uste-
des) 

estar to be 
estará he/she will be, you will 
be (usted) 
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estarás you will be (tú) 
estas these (f.) 
estás you are (tú) 
este this (m.) 
esté he/she is, I am 
estereotipo stereotype 
estés you are (tú) 
estilo style 
esto this (n.) 
estómago stomach 
estos these (m., n.) 
estoy I am 
estupefacto stunned 
estupidez stupidity 
estuve I was 
eternidad eternity 
eufórico euphoric 
exactamente exactly 
examina he/she examined, you 
examined (usted) 

excéntrico excentric 
excepto except 
exclama he/she exclaims 
exhausto exhuasted 
éxito success 
experiencia experience 
explica he/she explains 
explicación explanation 
explicar to explain 
explicarle to explain to 
him/her/you (a usted) 

explico I explain 
explique I explain, she/he ex-
plains, you explain (usted) 

expresión expression 
exquisitas exquisite 
extorsionar to extort 
extorsionarlo to extort him 
extorsionó he/she extorted, 
you extorted (usted) 

extra extra 
extraña strange 
fácil easy 
fácilmente easily 
facturar to check (luggage) 
fajo stack, wad 

falso false, fake 
falta is lacking 
faltan are lacking 
familia family 
famosas famous 
favor favor 
 por favor please 
fea ugly 
felicidad happiness 
feliz happy 
feo ugly 
feroz ferocious 
ficción fiction 
fila line, row 
filtro filter 
fin end 
finalmente finally 
financiando financing 
fincas farms 
flores flowers 
flotando floating 
forman they form, you form 
(ustedes) 

formas forms, you form (tú) 
formulario form 
fortaleza fortress 
fracasemos we fail 
fregados screwed 
fría cold 
frío cold 
frutas fruits 
fue he/she went, you went (us-
ted); he/she was, you were (us-
ted) 

fuera he/she went, I went, you 
went (usted), outside 

fueron they went, you went 
(ustedes) 

fuerte strong 
fuertes strong 
fui I went, I was 
fuimos we went, we were 
funcionar to function, to work 
furioso furious 
futuro future 
gafas glasses 
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galaxias galaxies 
gana he/she wins, earns 
ganar to win, to earn 
ganas desire (n.), you win/earn 
(v., tú) 

gastaba he/she spent, I spent, 
used to spend 

gastar to spend 
generosa generous 
gente people 
gordo fat 
gota drop 
gracias thanks 
gran big, great 
grande big, great 
grandes big, great 
grita he/she yells 
gritan they yell 
grito I yell 
gruñe he/she growls 
grupo group 
guapo handsome 
guardaespaldas bodyguard 
guepardo cheetah 
guerra war 
guio he/she guided, I guide 
gusta is pleasing 
gustaba was pleasing 
gustan are pleasing 
gusto taste, pleasure, I am 
pleasing 

ha he/she has (done something), 
you have (done something, usted) 

haberte having (you) 
había there was, there were, I 
had (done something), 
he/she/you had (done so-
mething) 

habíamos we had 
habido have been 
habitación room 
habla he/she speaks 
hablamos we speak 
hablando speaking 
hablar to speak, to talk 
hablarle to speak to 
him/her/you (formal)  

hable speak (command, usted), 
he/she speaks, I speak 

hablo I speak  
hace he/she does, makes 
 hace 20 años 20 years ago 
hacemos we do, we make 
hacen they do, you do (ustedes), 
make 

hacer to do, to make 
hacerlo to do it 
haces you do, you make (tú) 
hacia toward 
haciendo doing, making 
hagan they do, you do (ustedes) 
hambre hunger 
han they have (done something), 
you have (done something, uste-
des) 

harían they would do, you 
would do (ustedes) 

has you have (done something, 
tú) 

hasta until 
hawaiana Hawaiian 
hay there is, there are 
hayas you have (done so-
mething) 

he I have (done something) 
hecho done 
herido wounded 
hermano brother 
hermoso beautiful 
héroe hero 
hice I did, I made 
hicimos we did, we made 
hiciste you did, you made (tú) 
¡Híjole! shoot! 
historia history 
hizo he/she did, you did (us-
ted), made 

hoja leaf, sheet 
hola hello 
hombre man 
hombres men 
hombro shoulder 
honestamente honestly 
hora hour 
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hotel hotel 
hoy today 
ibas you were going (tú), you 
went 

idea idea 
identificación identification 
idiota idiot 
idiotez idiocy 
igual equal, like, the same 
igualmente likewise, equally 
ilegal illegal 
imbécil imbecile 
imitando imitating 
impaciente impacient, impa-
ciently 

imperio empire 
importa it matters, it is im-
portant 

importante important 
impráctico impractical 
impresionante impressive 
improvisación improvisation 
improvisar to improvise 
impuestos taxes 
incertidumbre uncertainty 
incluso including, even 
inconsciente unconscious 
inconveniente inconvenient 
incrédulo incredulous 
indignado indignant 
información information 
inglés English 
ingresa he/she puts in, enters 
(data, information) 

innecesariamente unneces-
sarily 

innecesarios unecessary 
inocente innocent 
inocentes innocent 
inquietante unsettling 
insisto I insist 
instante instant 
instrucciones instructions 
insulto I insult  
inteligente intelligent, smart 
intentamos we try, we tried  

intentó he/she tried, you tried 
(usted) 

interrumpe he/she inte-
rrupts, you interrupt (usted) 

interrumpo I interrupt 
investigación investigation 
investigador investigator 
involucrar to involve 
ir to go 
 ir de compras to go shop-
ping 

irritado irritated 
irse to go (away), to leave 
jamás never, ever 
jefe boss 
jueves Thursday 
justo just 
la the 
labios lips 
lado side 
lágrimas tears 
larga long 
las the 
Latinoamérica Latin Ame-
rica 

lavo I wash 
le to him/her, to you (usted) 
leal loyal 
lee he/she reads, you read (us-
ted) 

leer to read 
 leerla to read it 
lentes glasses, lenses 
leo I read 
les to them, to you (a ustedes) 
letra letter (of the alphabet), 
lyrics 

letras letters 
levanta he/she raises, you 
raise (usted) 

 me levanto I stand up 
 se levanta he/she stands up, 
you stand up (usted) 

 se levantan they stand up, 
you stand up (ustedes) 

levantar to raise 
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 levantarse to stand up, to get 
up 

leyendo reading 
libertad liberty 
libres free (as in liberty) 
libro book 
limusina limousine 
listo ready, smart 
llama he/she calls 
 se llama he/she calls 
him/herself 

llamada call 
llámame call me 
llamando calling 
llamo I call 
 me llamo I call myself  
llave key 
llega he/she arrives 
llegamos we arrive, we arrived 
llegan they arrive, you arrive 
(ustedes) 

llegar to arrive 
llegaste you arrived (tú) 
llegó he/she arrived, you arri-
ved (usted) 

llegué I arrived 
llena full 
llenar to fill 
lleno full 
lleva he/she wears, carries 
llevábamos we were taking 
with, we were carrying, we were 
wearing 

llevamos we take with, we ca-
rry, we wear 

llevan they take with, they ca-
rry, they wear 

llevar to take with, to carry, to 
wear 

 llevarlos to take them with, to 
carry them, to wear them 

lleve he/she carries 
llevo I take with, I carry, I 
wear 

llorando crying 
llorar to cry 
lloviendo raining 

lluvia rain 
lo it, him 
loca crazy 
loco crazy 
locura craziness, madness 
lógica logical, logic 
logro I manage, I achieve 
los the 
luchamos we fight, we strug-
gle 

luchar to fight, to struggle 
luego then, later 
lugar place 
lujo luxury 
maceta vase 
madre mother 
magos magicians, magic 
mal bad, poorly 
mala bad 
maletas suitcases 
maletín briefcase 
mamá mom 
mañana tomorrow 
 la mañana morning 
mancha stain 
manera manner, way 
mano hand 
mantiene he/she maintains 
máquina machine 
mar sea 
más more 
matado killed 
matar to kill 
matará he/she will kill, you 
will kill (usted) 

matarme to kill me 
mato I kill 
mató he/she killed, you killed 
(usted) 

máxima maximum 
me myself, me, to me, for me 
media half 
mediodía noon 
mejor better 
 el/la mejor the best 
menos less, fewer 
mensaje message 
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merecemos we deserve 
merecen they deserve, you 
deserve (ustedes) 

merecían they deserved, you 
deserved (ustedes) 

metal metal 
mi my 
mí me 
 a mí to me, for me 
 para mí for me 
miedo fear 
miente he/she lies, you lie (us-
ted) 

mientras while 
miércoles Wednesday 
migración immigration 
mil thousand 
millón million 
mínimo minimum 
minuto minute 
mío mine 
mira he/she looks, watches 
mirada look 
miramos we look, we watch 
mirando looking, watching 
mirándome looking at me, 
watching me 

mirar to look, to watch 
mirarnos to look at us, to 
watch us 

miren look (command, ustedes) 
mirilla peep hole 
miro I look, I watch 
mis my 
misión mission 
misma same 
mismo same 
mismos same 
modales manners 
moderna modern 
molesta bothered, annoyed 
molesto bothered, annoyed 
momento moment 
monstruo monster 
montañas mountains 
morir to die 

mortal mortal 
mostrador counter 
mucha much, a lot 
muchas many 
muchísima much, a lot (su-
perlative) 

muchísimo much, a lot (su-
perlative) 

mucho much, a lot 
muchos many 
muera he/she dies, you die 
(usted), I die 

muero I die 
muerto dead 
muevan move (command, uste-
des) 

muevo I move 
mujer woman 
mundo world 
murieron they died 
musculoso muscular 
música music 
muy very 
nada nothing, he/she swims 
nadar to swim 
nadie nobody 
necesario necessary 
necesitamos we need 
necesitan they need, you need 
(ustedes) 

necesitas you need (tú) 
necesito I need 
negra black 
nerviosa nervous 
nerviosamente nervously 
nervioso nervious 
ni neither, nor 
ningún none, not any 
ninguna none, not nay 
ninguno none, not any 
nivel level 
no no 
noche night 
nomás just, only 
nombre name 



102 

 

 102 

norteamericanos North 
American 

nos us, to us, for us, ourselves 
nosotros we 
nota note, grade 
novela novel 
nuestra our 
nuestro our 
nuestros our 
nueva new 
nuevas new 
nueve nine 
nuevo new 
número number 
nunca never 
o or 
obliga he/she obligates, you 
oblígate (usted) 

obligarte to obligate you 
obviamente obviously 
obvio obvious 
océano ocean 
ocho eight 
ocupado occupied 
ocurre it occurs 
oigo I hear 
oímos we hear 
oír to hear 
ogro ogre 
ojos eyes 
olas waves 
oliva olive 
olvidé I forgot 
omisión omission 
once eleven 
opción option 
oportunidad opportunity 
orilla shore 
oscura dark 
otra other, another 
otro other, another 
otros other, another 
oye he/she hears, listen (com-
mand, tú) 

padre father 
padres parents 
pagar to pay 

pagó he/she paid 
país country 
palabra word 
pantalones pants 
papá dad 
papaya papaya 
papel paper 
par pair, even 
para for 
paralizados paralyzed 
parece it seems, he/she seems, 
you seem (usted) 

pareciste you seemed (tú) 
pared wall 
parte part 
partimos we leave, we left 
partir to leave, to part 
pasa it happens, come in (com-
mand, tú) 

pasado last, happened 
pasamos we pass 
pasaporte passport 
pasar to pass, to happen 
pasillo hallway 
pasó happened, he/she passed 
patazo big kick 
patea he kicks 
pausa pause 
paz peace 
pedacitos little pieces 
pedido asked for, ordered 
pedírmelo to ask me for it 
pega he/she hits 
pelear to fight 
película movie 
peligro danger 
peligrosas dangerous 
peligroso dangerous 
peligrosos dangerous 
pensamientos thoughts 
pensando thinking 
pensar to think 
pensarlo to think about it 
pensé I thought 
pequeña small 
pequeño small 
perder to lose 
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perdido lost 
perdóname pardon/forgive 
me (command, tú) 

perdone pardon, forgive (com-
mand, usted) 

perfectamente perfectly 
periódico newspaper 
pero but 
persona person 
personalmente personally 
pesadilla nightmare 
pescuezo neck 
piano piano 
pide he/she asks 
pie foot 
piensa he/she thinks 
piénsalo think about it (com-
mand, tú) 

piensas you think (tú) 
pienso I think 
piernas legs 
piña pineapple 
pistola pistol 
placer pleasure 
plan plan 
planes plans 
planta plant 
plantación plantation 
plástico plastic 
plata silver 
platicar to talk, chat, converse 
 platíquenme talk to me 
(command, ustedes) 

poco little 
 un poco a little 
podemos we can, we are able 
poder to be able 
podía he/she could, you could 
(usted), I could 

podría he/she could, you could 
(usted), I could - conditional 

podrían they could, you could 
(conditional, ustedes) 

policía police, police officer 
policial pólice (adj.) 
pollo chicken 

pone he/she puts 
ponen they put, you put (uste-
des) 

pongo I put 
poniéndose becoming 
por for 
porche porch 
porque because 
posible possible 
precioso precious 
pregunta question, he/she 
asks (a question) 

preguntar to ask (a question) 
preguntarte to ask you (a 
question) 

pregunto I ask (a question) 
preocupada worried 
preocupes worry (tú) 
 No te preocupes don’t 
worry 

prepara he/she prepares, you 
prepare (usted) 

preparando preparing 
preparo I prepare 
primer first 
primera first 
primero first 
prisa hurry 
prisionero prisoner 
privado private 
probable probable 
probado tried, tasted 
probar to try, to taste 
problema problem 
problemita little problem 
procesar to process 
produce he/she produces, it 
produces 

producto product 
profundamente profoundly 
profundo profound 
pronto soon 
propia own 
propósito purpose 
protegiéndolo protecting it 
prueba proof 
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público public 
pude I could, I managed 
pudiera he/she could, you 
could (usted), I could 

pudieras you could (tú) 
pueda he/she can, you can (us-
ted), I can 

puede he/she can, you can (us-
ted) 

pueden they can, you can (us-
tedes) 

puedes you can (tú) 
puedo I can 
puerta door 
pues well 
pulsera bracelet 
punto point, period 
 en punto on the dot 
que that, than 
qué what 
queda is left, is left over 
 se queda he/she stays 
quedamos we are left 
quedan they stay, you stay (us-
tedes) 

quedarse to stay, to be left 
quedarte to stay (yourself) 
quedo I stay 
queremos we want 
quería he/she wanted, you 
wanted (usted), I wanted 

queridos loved ones, beloved 
querría he/she would want, 
you would want (usted), I 
would want 

quién who 
quiénes who 
quiere he/she wants, you want 
(usted) 

quieren they want, you want 
(ustedes) 

quieres you want (tú) 
quiero I want 
quitándose taking off (e.g. 
shoes) 

quizás perhaps 
rabia rage 

rápido fast, rapid 
rastro trace, trail 
ratas rats 
rato while 
rayo ray, lightning 
razón reason 
reaccionar to react 
reaccioné I reacted 
realidad reality 
realmente really 
recepción reception, front desk 
recepcionista receptionist 
recibí I received 
recibió he/she received, you re-
ceived (usted) 

recoge he/she picks up, gathers 
recojo I pick up, I gather 
reconoce he/she recognizes 
recordarlas to remember them 
recuerdas you remember (tú) 
recuerdo I remember 
recuperan they recover 
redescubrir to rediscover 
regresar to return 
regreso I return 
rehusó he/she refused 
reímos we laugh 
relajamos we relax 
reloj clock, watch 
(de) repente suddenly 
repito I repeat 
rescatamos we rescue, we 
rescued 

rescatar to rescue 
rescate ransome, rescue 
reservar to reserve 
resolvamos we resolve 
respirar to breathe 
respiro I breathe 
responde he/she responds 
responder to respond 
respondo I respond 
respuesta answer, response 
restaurante restaurant 
reverbera it reverberates 
reyes kings 
rica rich, delicious 
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rico rich, delicious 
ridiculez ridiculousness 
ríe he/she laughs 
riéndome laughing (myself) 
riéndose laughing 
(him/her/yourself) 

riesgo risk 
rifle rifle 
riquísimo very Delicious (su-
perlative) 

rodando rolling 
roja red 
rojos red 
rompe he/she breaks, it breaks 
roncando snoring 
ropa clothes 
rotundo rotund 
rugir to roar 
sabe he/she knows, you know 
(usted) 

sabemos we know 
saber to know 
sabes you know (tú) 
sabía he/she knew, you knew 
(usted), I knew 

sabio wise 
sabor flavor 
saca he/she takes out 
sacamos we take out 
sacrificó he/she sacrificed 
sacude he/she shakes 
sala room, living room 
sale he/she goes out, leaves 
salgo I go out, I leave 
salido went out, left 
saliendo going out, leaving 
salimos we go out, we leave 
salir to go out, to leave 
salpica it splashes 
saltamos we jump 
saluda he/she greets 
saludarnos to greet us 
saludo greeting, I greet 
saludos greetings 
salvar to save 
salvarle to save him/her 

salvarlo to save him, to save it 
salvaron they saved, you saved 
(ustedes) 

salvaste you saved (tú) 
salvo I save 
sándwich sandwich 
sangre blood 
sarcástico sarcastic, sarcasti-
cally 

sartén frying pan 
se himself, herself, yourself, to 
him/her, passive 

sé I know 
sea he/she is, you are (usted), I 
am 

secuestrado kidnapped 
secuestradores kidnappers 
secuestrar to kidnap 
secuestrarlo to kidnap him 
secuestro kidnapping 
seguido followed 
seguir to follow, to continue 
seguirlos to follow them 
según according to 
segunda second 
segundos seconds 
seguridad security 
seguro sure, safe 
seis six 
seiscientos six-hundred 
semana week 
señala he/she points, signal 
señalando pointing, signaling 
señalar to point, to signal 
sencillo simple 
señor mister 
señorita miss 
sensación sensation 
sensible sensitive 
sentada sitting 
sentados sitting 
sentamos we sit 
 nos sentamos we sit (ourse-
lves) 

sentido feeling 
 tener sentido to make sense 
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sentir to feel 
ser to be 
será it will be, he/she will be, 
you will be (usted) 

seremos we will be 
sería I would be, he/she would 
be, you would be (usted) 

serio serious 
servicio service 
si if 
sí yes 
sido been 
siempre always 
siendo being 
sienta he/she sits 
 se sienta he/she sits 
siente he/she feels 
siéntense sit down (command, 
ustedes) 

siento I feel 
 me siento I sit 
siete seven 
sigamos we follow 
significa it means 
sigue he/she follows 
siguientes following 
siguió he/she followed, conti-
nued 

silbando whistling 
silla chair 
sin without 
sirenas sirens 
sirve he/she serves 
situación situation 
situaciones situations 
situada situated 
sobre about, envelope 
sobrino nephew 
sofá sofa, couch 
sol sun 
solo alone 
solos alone 
sombrero hat 
somos we are 
son they are, you are (ustedes) 
sonriendo smiling 
sonriente smiling 

sonrío I smile 
sonrisa smile 
sonrojándose blushing 
sorprendida surprised 
sorprendido surprised 
sorpresa surprise 
sospecha he suspects, she sus-
pects 

sospechar to suspect 
sospechas suspicions, you 
suspect (tú) 

soy I am 
su he, her, their, your (formal) 
suban get in (command, uste-
des) 

subimos we climb, we go up 
 nos subimos we got on, we 
got in (vehicle) 

subir to climb, to get in/on 
subtítulos subtitles 
sucedido happened 
 lo sucedido what happened 
Sudamérica South America 
suelo ground 
suelta he/she drops 
suéltalo drop it (command, tú) 
sueño dream, sleepiness 
suerte luck 
supe I learned 
superar to overcome 
superficie surface 
suposición suposition 
sus his, her, their, your (formal) 
suspiro I sigh 
susurramos we whisper 
tal such 
también also, too 
tampoco neither (like tam-
bién, but negative) 

tan as, so 
tantas as many, so many 
tanto as much, so much 
tantos as many, so many 
tarde late 
 la tarde afternoon 
tatuaje tattoo 
taza mug, cup 
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te you, for you, yourself 
techo roof, ceiling 
tejano Texan 
tema topic, subject 
temblando trembling 
temo I fear 
temprano early 
tendrás you will have 
tendré I will have 
tenebrosa dark, dismal 
tenemos we have 
tener to have 
tenga he/she has, you have (us-
ted), I have 

tengamos we have 
tengan they have 
tengas you have 
tengo I have 
tenía I had, he/she had, you 
had (usted) 

tenías you had (informal) 
tenido had 
terminado finishing 
terminan they finish 
terminar to finish 
testigo witness 
ti you 
 a ti to you, for you 
 para ti for you 
tiburones sharks 
tiempo time, weather 
tienda store 
tiene he/she has, you have (us-
ted) 

tienen they have 
tienes you have (tú) 
tío uncle 
tira he/she throws 
tirarlo to throw it/him 
tiro shot, I throw 
tocamos we touch, we play 
(instrument) 

tocando touching, playing 
(instrument) 

toco I touch, I play (instru-
ment) 

toda all, every 
todas all, every 
todavía still, yet 
todo all, every 
todos all, every 
toma he/she takes, consumes 
tomamos we take, we consume 
tomar to take, to consume 
tome he takes 
tono tone 
tonta dumb, silly 
tonto dumb, silly 
toque touch, knock 
tornillo screw (n.) 
total total 
trabaja he/she works 
trabajaba I used to work 
trabajando working 
trabajo I work, work, job 
trae he/she brings 
tragedia tragedy 
tranquila calm, tranquil 
tranquilamente calmly 
tranquilo calm, tranquil  
trastero storage closet 
trata de he/she tries 
tratamos de we try 
tratando de trying 
tratar de to try 
 trato de I try 
través through 
 a través de through 
treinta thirty 
tres three 
tristemente sadly 
tropicales tropical 
trueno thunder 
tu your 
tú you 
turistas tourists 
tus your 
tuvimos we had 
último last 
un a, an 
una a, an 
unas some 
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único only, unique 
unidos united 
uno one 
unos some 
urgente urgent 
usar to use, to wear 
usted you (formal) 
ustedes you guys 
útil useful 
utilería prop 
va he/she goes 
vacaciones vacations 
valentía bravery 
valiente brave 
valientes brave 
valle valley 
vámonos let’s go (command, 
nosotros) 

vamos we go, let’s go 
van they go, you go (pl.) 
vano vane 
varios several, various 
vas you go 
vayamos we go 
ve he/she sees 
veces times 
 muchas veces many times 
vecina neighbor  
vegetales vegetables 
veinticinco twenty-five 
vemos we see 
vende he/she sells 
vengarme avenge myself 
vengarte avenge yourself 
venido came 
ventaja advantage 
ventana window 
ventanilla window 
veo I see 
ver to see 
verán you will see, look 
verdad truth 
verdes green 
veremos we will see 
verifica he/she verifies 
verosímil plausible 
verte t osee you 

vestíbulo lobby 
vez time 
 una vez once 
 dos veces twice, two times 
viajar to travel 
vida life 
vieja old 
viejo old 
viene he/she comes (over) 
vienen they come (over) 
viernes Friday 
vigila he keeps watch 
vigilar guard, keep watch 
vine I came (over) 
vinieron they came (over) 
vista view 
visto seen 
vive he/she lives 
vivía I used to live, he/she used 
to live 

vivir to live 
vivo I live, alive 
voltea he/she turns around 
volvemos we return 
volver to return 
voy I go, I’m going 
voz voice 
vuelo flight 
vuelta turn 
 dar la vuelta turn around 
vuelto returned 
vuelvo I return 
y and 
ya already 
 ya no no longer 
yo I 
zapatos shoes 
zona zone, sector
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